
What Is a Clause?

What am I again? 

Help! 



The Basics 

Phrase

Clause

Group of words that does not

have a subject + a verb

Group of words that has a subject + a verb 

…it may or may not be a sentence

Example: My neighbor’s dog

Example: My neighbor’s dog left me a present.



Independent Clauses

 An independent clause expresses a 
complete thought and can stand alone as 
a sentence. Notice that Dirk expresses 
himself with two independent clauses 

I don’t need you. I 

don’t need anybody!



Independent clauses can be joined …

• By a comma and little conjunction (and, but, 
or, nor, for, yet, and sometimes so).

• By a semicolon, by itself.

• By a semicolon accompanied by a conjunctive 
adverb (such as however, moreover, 
nevertheless, as a result, consequently, etc.).

 And, of course, independent clauses are often 
not connected by punctuation at all but are 
separated by a period.

http://cctc.commnet.edu/HP/pages/darling/grammar/conjunctions.htm
http://cctc.commnet.edu/HP/pages/darling/grammar/marks.htm#semicolons
http://cctc.commnet.edu/HP/pages/darling/grammar/transitions.htm#conjunctive_adverbs


Subordinate clauses

 A subordinate clause contains a subject 
and a verb, but it does not express a 
complete thought. It cannot stand alone 
as a sentence. 

you need me 

Derrick.Because I cannot 

stand alone,



Caution!

 Independent clauses can 
stand alone as fully 
functioning sentences.

 Subordinate clauses do 
not communicate a 
complete thought . They 
do not make sense by 
themselves because they 
are incomplete. They are 
dependent on more 
information!



How do we identify and use  
subordinate clauses?



Look for the subordinating conjunctions 
and relative pronouns…

 Subordinate clauses begin with words like 
although, before, because, so that, when, 
while, so, and that. 

 Remember those conjunctions and 
pronouns we studied way back in the 
beginning of the semester?

 Example: Although it was dangerous…



We use subordinating conjunctions to start a 
subordinate clause. 

Example: Although I was very sick…

We then join this clause with an independent
clause to make a sentence. 

Example: Although I was very sick, I still 
managed to grade all of my students’ papers. 



Subordinate clauses

• A subordinate clause trying to stand by 
itself would be a sentence fragment. 

• Subordinate clauses are sometimes 
called dependent clauses. 

http://cctc.commnet.edu/HP/pages/darling/grammar/fragments.htm


Using Commas with clauses

 Essential = necessary, no commas

 Nonessential = extra info, use commas

– Every player who hits a home run
receives a trophy. (Essential, no 
commas)

– The players, who vary in age from 
eight to twelve, wear blue uniforms. 
(Nonessential, set apart by commas)

http://www.clipsahoy.com/webgraphics2/as2138.htm
http://www.clipsahoy.com/webgraphics2/as2138.htm
http://www.clipsahoy.com/webgraphics/as1424.htm
http://www.clipsahoy.com/webgraphics/as1424.htm


Types of Sentences

 The type and number of clauses will 
determine what type of sentence it is. *This 
is very important for those of you going on to AP*

 Simple Sentence= 1 complete subject + 1 
complete predicate. 

 The simple subject & simple predicate may be 
compound.



Simple Sentences

1 complete subject + 1 complete predicate 

Or 1 independent clause

The two children were very disobedient.

 The simple subject & simple predicate may be 
compound.

– Jack and Jill went up the hill.

– Jack went up the hill and fell down.



Compound Sentences

1 independent clause +(conjunction, semi-colon, 
or conjunctive adverb) + 1 independent clause

The two children were very disobedient, and they fell
down often.

Jack and Jill went up the hill; however, Jack fell down.

Jack and Jill were in trouble; they were grounded.



Complex Sentences

1 independent clause + 1 or more subordinate 
clauses

Because the two children were very disobedient, they 
got into trouble.

Jack and Jill were on top of the hill until Jack fell down.

Although Jack fell, Jill remained on the hill.



Compound-Complex Sentences

1 independent clause + 1 independent clause + 1 
or more subordinate clauses

Because the two children were very disobedient, they 
got into trouble, and they were grounded.

Jack and Jill were on top of the hill until Jack fell down; 
however, Jill came running after him.



Subordinate clauses

– While the kangaroo crossed the road, 
the tourists stayed inside their cars.

– The man who is coaching that team is 
my father.

– What the team needs now is a 
championship!

 Subordinate clauses can act as 
adjectives, adverbs or nouns.



Adjective Clause

Subordinate clause

Modifies a noun or pronoun

Begins with a relative pronoun

The person who is responsible for 
cleaning the dishes forgot to turn off 
the water. 



Relative Pronouns
Remember these from the beginning 
of the term?

–Who/whoever
–Whom/whomever
–whose
–which
–What/whatever
–that
–where and when (sometimes)



Adjective Clause examples

Men who are in the cooking contest
should know how to make chili.

Biology is the course that my uncle 
teaches. 

Watch Out for the understood “that”!

 Biology is the course my uncle teaches.



Adverb Clauses
Subordinate clause

Modifies a verb, adverb or adjective

Tells:

– how, when, where, why, to what 
extent and under what condition.

 Introduced by a subordinating 
conjunction



Subordinating Conjunctions

after as though since when

although because           so that whenever

as before than where

as if even though though      wherever

as long as  if unless whether

as soon as  in order that until        while

*We studied these with the parts of speech.



Adverb Clause examples

Because it was raining, we came 
inside. 

We went to the football game after 
we ate dinner.  



Noun Clauses

A noun clause is a subordinate 
clause that functions as a noun.

It can do anything a noun can 
do:

– Subject, Predicate Nominative, Direct 

Object, Indirect Object, Object of the 
Preposition.



Noun Clauses
 Words that introduce noun clauses are:

– How, if, that, what, whatever, when, where, 
whether, which, who, whoever, whom, 
whomever, whose, why

 Examples:

– The big question is whether he’ll finish 
the marathon.

– Everyone knows that Tim runs 

at least a mile every day.

http://www.animationlibrary.com/a-l/?n=image.php3&image_id=13409
http://www.animationlibrary.com/a-l/?n=image.php3&image_id=13409


Don’t forget the position rules!

If the clause begins the sentence= 
Adverb or Noun

If the clause follows a noun= usually 
Adjective

If the clause follows the verb= Adverb 
or Noun


