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man took cover in Ilion!

my enemies with ease and stole
g no punishment to fear.
fyou, if 1 had the power.”

| the town with might and main he ran,
- a racing chariot horse

form at full stretch on the plain.
Achilles held the pace.

was the first to see him

he plain, bright as that star

g, whose unclouded rays

a throng of stars at dusk—

all Orion’s® dog, most brilliant,

as a sign: it brings

34. Orion: constellation
named after a hunter who was
loved and accidentally killed
by the goddess Artemis.

ave a cry. With both his hands
high he struck his head, then shouted,
ing to his dear son. Unmoved,

stood in the gateway, resolute 42-70. What reasons

does Priam give in his
attempt to convince Hector

Stretching out his h >
g is hands not to confront Achilles?

imploring him:
“No, Hector!
, alone, dear son,
1d your ground against this man,
et the shock of doom, borne down

leus. He is more powerful
nd pitiless. Ah, were he
s as he is dear to me!

would eat him where he lay
d ease me of my torment.
lled, bereaving me,
slands. Even now
of mine, Lycaon®
the Trojans-massed
een, Laothoe,

Jem. If they are alive
st, I’ll ransom them

th I have, piled at home,
Altes, the renowned,
owry. If they died,
homes of Death,
d to their mother.
is pain is brief,
before Achilles.

54. Lycaon (11-ka'dn).
55. Polydorus (pﬁl-i-dé'ras).
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dead man, so three times these two
seed made their course round Priam’s town,
wods looked on. And now the father
’@d men® turned to the rest and said:

d that this beloved man is hunted
the wall before my eyes! My heart
ed for Hectors he has burned thigh flesh
. for me often, high on Ida,®
times on the high point of Troy.
ince Achilles with devouring stride
g him around the town of Priam.
ds, put your minds on it, consider
we may deliver him from death
m, noble as he is, brought down
1s° son, Achilles.”
Gray-eyed Athena
him:
: “Father of the blinding bolt,
tk stormcloud, what words are these? The man
tal, and his doom fixed, long ago.
you release him from his painful death?
so, but not all of us will praise you.”

198-199. father of gods and
men: Zeus.

203. Ida: Mount Ida, in Phry-
gia, the source of many rivers,
including the Scamander.

a 200-215. Why does
Zeus favor Hector in the
conflict with Achilles? How
does Athena reply to Zeus’s
suggestion that Hector might
be spared from his fate?

The Lion Gate at Mycenae
(detail) (c. 1250 B.C.E.).
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Hector——unnppcascd

éwas ever in his thirst for war.

B8 Way he may escape us now,

1gh Apollo, lord of distances,

fer all indignity for him

s father Zeus who bears the stormcloud,
ck and forth and begging for him.

can halt and take your breath, while I
him into combat face to face.”

- Athena’s orders. He complied,

and leaning hard upon the spearshaft
th its head of bronze. She left him there
ook Lord Hector—but she seemed

bus® in form and resonant voice,

at his shoulder, saying swiftly:

r brother, how he runs, Achilles,
you around the town of Priam!
we’ll stand and take him on.”

i) davis,
tor in his shimmering helm replied:

sbus, you were the closest to me

d days, of all my brothers, sons

a and Priam. Now I can say

ou still more

u dared this foray for my sake,
run. The rest stay under cover.”

ray-eyed goddess spoke:

er, how your father and gentle mother
begged me to remain! So did

und me, all undone by fear.

art I ached for you.

ght him, and fight hard.

vack. We'll see if this Achilles

, to take our armor seaward,

e brought down by your spear.”

uile, Athena led him on.
st the two men faced each other,
first to speak. He said:

er fear vai ac hafare

271. Deiphobus (de’>-fo'bas):
one of Hector’s brothers.

269-292. How does
Athena trick Hector into
agreeing to fight Achilles?

Corinthian bronze helmet
(c..540 B.C.E.).

The Minneapolis Institute of Arts.
Cifr Af fuindc fram Rurh and Resa







Trojans would be cased
lotted out, bane® that you are.”

g‘twirled his long spearshaft and cast it
enemy mid-shield, but off '
he spear rebounded. Furious

d lost it, made his throw for nothing,

od bemused. He had no other.

ve a great shout to Deiphobus

long spear. But there was no one

ot a soul. Now in his heart

realized the truth and said:

e end. The gods are calling deathward.
ght

ier, Deiphobus, was with me.

e the walls. Athena tricked me.

ear, and black, not at a distance,
vaded. Long ago

ust have been to Zeus’s liking

the liking of his archer son.®

been well disposed before, but now
ted time’s upon me. Still, I would not
it delivering a stroke,

oriously, but in some action

- to men in days to come.”

drew the whetted blade that hung
flank, ponderous and long,

his might the way an eagle

elf to dive through shady cloud
amb or cowering hare: so Hector
and swung his whetted blade.
wild fury in his heart

>n his chest his beautiful shield—
th four burnished metal ridges

e it, and the golden crest

locked there tossing in the wind.
the evening star that comes,
heaven, at fall of night,

ost lovely in the west, so shone
fine-pointed spear

in his right hand, with deadly
the skin where most

But nearly all was covered

ar he took from slain Patroclus,
ere his collarbones

341.bane n.: cause of distress,
death, or ruin.

349-360. What does

Hector realize once he
finds that Deiphobus is not
really by his side?

358. archer son: Apollo.

374. Hephaestus (hé-fes'tos):
blacksmith of the gods, who
forged new arms for Achilles
after Patroclus, wearing
Achilles’ armor, was slain by
Hector.













Achilles dragging the body

: - of Hector around the walls

ba led the women in lamentation: of Troy (detail). Actic black
figure. Hydria.

I am lost now. Can I bear my life Attributed to the Antiope Group.
William Francis Warden Fund, Museum

e death of suffering your death? of Fine Arts, Boston (63.473).
re my pride in all my nights and days,
f the city, pillar to the Trojans
jan women. Everyone looked to you I509—5fli3. In these

i ines, wi
gh YOL-I fc ° gOd’ e rlght]y SO: about the wa;tl'j:c{g:\:/eac;rn
e their greatest glory while you lived. viewed by histfellovi ToidooA

ur doom and death have come upon you.”

re her mournful words. But Hector’s lady
nothing; no one came to tell her

’s stand outside the gates. She wove

loom, deep in the lofty house,

purple web with rose design.

maids in waiting,

d a big caldron on a tripod

*hearthfire, to provide a bath

when he came home from the fight.

,how far removed from baths he was

Homer 155






ish I never had been born!
°s roof to the house of Death
vay and leave me here, bereft,

ish without end. The child
\ad is still in infancy;
- a pillar to him, Hector,
ead, nor he to you. And should
the misery of the war,
oil and sorrow for him later,
ers move his boundary stones.®
orphans him will leave him lonely,
-verything, cheeks wet with tears,
ing to his father’s friends
man’s cloak, another’s chiton.®
kindly: one may lift a cup
s at least, though not his throat;
board some child with living parents
ush, a slap, with biting words:
1 there! Your father is not with us
ast!” And the boy Astyanax
forlorn mother. Once he fed
y and the fat of lamb,
er’s knees. And when sleep came
, he slept in a nurse’s arms,
iness, in a soft bed.
ow sad days and many of them,
er. ‘Lord of the lower town’
‘him. They know, you alone,
pt their gates and their long walls.
ed ships now, far from your kin,
1aggots in a swarm will eat you
dogs have had their fill.
Ided garments in your chambers,
of women’s weaving.
I’ll burn to the last thread
hey are no good to you,
er you in death. So let them
rnt as an offering
heir women in your honor.”

&
-

, and the women wailed in answer.

a 571-594. What does
Andromache predict will
happen to her son now that
Hector is dead?

577. move his boundary
stones: steal his land and

estates.

581. chiton (ki'tan) n.- tunic.

597-606. These lines
convey the importance of
proper burial of the dead.
Do you predict that
Hector will be buried
properly? Why or why not?




