Standard 5 Paragraph
Essay
An easy outline format to follow

5 paragraphs- the basic essay
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Introduction
Body #1
Body #2
Body #3

Conclusion

The Introduction
• Creative opening to catch the audience’s attention
• Background information
• Preview the main points
• THESIS

Body Paragraphs
• Transition from previous paragraph and topic sentence
to state main idea

• Supporting details to strengthen or defend the topic
sentence (Facts, examples, expert opinions, MLA
citations)

• Should be at least 5-7 sentences

The Conclusion
• Restate the thesis statement (Do Not simply repeat
it from the introduction)

• Summarize main points as a review (Do Not
simply copy your topic sentences)

• Tie to the opening

Outline
I.

Introduction

C.

A.

Attention grabber

D. Concluding sentence

B.

Main points

C.

Thesis

II. Body paragraph 1

Supporting details (at least 3)

IV. Body paragraph 3
A.

Transition

B.

Topic sentence- Point #3
Supporting details (at least 3)

A.

Transition

C.

B.

Topic sentence- point #1

D. Concluding sentence

C.

Supporting Details (at least 3)

D. Concluding sentence

III. Body paragraph 2
A.

Transition

B.

Topic Sentence- Point #2

V. Conclusion
A.

Restate thesis

B.

Summarize main points

C.

Tie it to the intro

Your Turn!
Create an outline for one of the following prompts:
1. Think about the different jobs that people have that could be considered difficult or
demanding. Now, select a career that you think would be the most challenging and
explain your choice.
2. Think about the advantages and disadvantages of being at a school with no peers of the
opposite sex. Now write to explain why you would or would not want to attend such a
school.
3. Think of the negative and positive effects of video games. Now write to explain whether
video games have good or bad effects on teenagers.
4. Think of the effects of using the cell phone while driving on the quality of driving and
the safety of the driver and the people around him or her. Now write to explain whether
using the cell phone while driving should be legal or illegal.

