What Is a Clause?

What am | again?
Help!




The Basics

Phrase  Group of words that does not
have a subject + a verb

Exampl e: My nei ghbor

Group of words that has a subject + a verb
é1 t arangy not be a sentence

Clause

Example: My neighboros dog



Independent Clauses

A An Independent clause expresses a
complete thought and can stand alone as
a sentence. Notice that Dirk expresses
himself with two Independent clauses

I donot nee
donot need




Independentc | auses can [

A By a comma and little conjunction (ana, bur,
or, nor, for, yet, and sometimes so) !

A By a semicolon, by itself.

A By a semicolon accompanied by aconjunctive
adverb (such as however, moreover,
nevertheless, as a result, consequently, etc.).

A And, of course, independent clauses are often
not connected by punctuation at all but are
separated by a period.



http://cctc.commnet.edu/HP/pages/darling/grammar/conjunctions.htm
http://cctc.commnet.edu/HP/pages/darling/grammar/marks.htm#semicolons
http://cctc.commnet.edu/HP/pages/darling/grammar/transitions.htm#conjunctive_adverbs

Subordinate clauses

A A subordinate clause contains a subject
and a verb, but it does not express a
complete thought. It cannot stand alone
as a sentence.

you need me

Because | cannot Derrick.
stand alone, (\g
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Caution!

A Independent clauses can
stand alone as fully
functioning sentences.

A Subordinate clauses do
not communicate a
complete thought . They
do not make sense by
themselves because they
are incomplete. They are
dependent on more
Information!




How do we identify and use
subordinate clauses?
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Look for the subordinating conjunctions
and relative pr

A Subordinate clauses begin with words like
although, before, because, so that, when,
while, so, and that.

A Remember those conjunctions and
oronouns we studied way back in the
peginning of the semester?

A Example Althought t was dange




