BLACKOUT POETRY



WHAT IS BLACKOUT POETRY?

* When a poet takes a
marker (usually black
marker) to already
established text—like in a
newspaper—and starts
redacting words until
a poem is formed.
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WHAT DOES BLACKOUT POETRY LOOK LIKE?
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STEP 1

Relax!

This is art. It’s subjective. You can’t mess it up.



STEP 2

* Do NOT read
* SCAN for an anchor word that JUMPS out at you. Circle it.

This will guide your poem.



STEP 3

* Read the text

* Circle words, phrases, and letters that
connect to you anchor word



STEP 4

* Cross out and scribble over any text that is not
part of your poem.

* See if you can redact any further. Consider the
essence of the message.

* Feel free to doodle around or create a picture.



REMEMBER

Your poem will be read:
Left to right
Top to bottom

Don’t confuse your reader



NOW IT’S YOUR TURN

* Grab a paper
* Grab a marker
* Get inspired -

PERMANENT MARKER / MARQUEUR PERMANENT / MARCADOR PERMANENTE
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